
jKicfimmii) limejrflijjpatrl)
THE TIMES, Founded IHM
THE DISPATCH. Pounded 1850

rnMUbed every day In the y*«r by The Tim..
Dispatch I'Dhllahlng Company, Inc. Address nil
communications to THE TIMRS-DISPATCH,
Tlmcs-Dlspatch BulltllnK, 10 South Tenth Street,
Klcl.'taoed, Va,

rsLEPHOKE, nAxnoi.ru 1
Publication Office 10 Sooth Tenth Street
South Richmond 1(120 Hull Street
I'etcrbliurK tOO North Sycamore Street
K.J'i'.fhhurjf 21S Eighth Street

hashrook, story * brooks, inc., ,

Special Advertising Representative*.
NrvrYork 200 Fifth Avenue
I1hllnilclphla Mutunl Life IlulldlnR
Chtcnxo *. People's Gas IluildlnK

SVIISCR1PTIOX HATES
BY AII. One Six Three One

POSTAGE PAID Year. Mod. 3Io». Mo,

Dally nnil Snnilny.. . .>8,Oft $3.00 fl.W) ! .HS
Dnlly on It 4.00 2.00 l.OO .US
Suiitlny only... 2.00 1.00 .50 .25

fly Tlines-Dlspatch Carrier Delivery Service In
niclimond (and nulmrln) nnd PctrrwlinrRs
Dally stIIIi Sunday, one rrrek JJ5 cent*
Dally nitliout Sunday, oue vreek 10 eeuta
Sundny only 3 cents

Entorcil January 27, 1005, at Richmond, Va., a*

necond-claA* matter under net of Confc7«M of
March 3, 1S70.

\vi:i>xv:sday. December is, m*.

A WORTH-AVHIIjE GIFT.You can make
your frlcnils hnppy every day In the
year hy sending them n subscription
io Tiff. RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH

SHOPPi/VG

^Ws BeFOte.^ '

"CHRSTM'

Baltimore's Special Belief Fund

UP TO yesterday morning Baltimore had
contributed, in response to tlie appeal

of the Federated Charities through the Balti¬
more Sun, nearly $16.000 for the relief of
the unemployed of that city. This is a spe¬
cial fund, entirely distinct from those regu¬
larly raised and that are being raised as

usual this year lor the support of organized
charity. It is a fund to meet a special need,
which exisls in Richmond just as it does
in Baltimore. In proportion to population,
it is as great here, probably, aB it is there.
We are very determined that Baltimore shall
not surpass us in business aggressiveness, in
industrial development, in financial initiative
and enterprise. Are we willing that it shall
display a more tender and generous sensi¬
bility to the cries of the suffering?

Half-Fares for Night School Pupils
-pHERE would seem to bo no just reason jI why pupils of night Bchools should not
havp the same privilege of half-fare rates
nn the street railway lines as are enjoyed by
'hose who attend sessions in the daytimo.
If there is a difference of need, it is prob¬
ably on the side of the night school pupils,
who presumably are at work for a living and
nre making special and commendable efforts
10 enlarge their education.

Communities owe a special duty to those
young citizens who manifest determination
to complete, under difficulties, their life
equipment. Certainly the plea the School
Board makes to the Streets Committee of
the Council that this matter of half-fares
for night school pupils be considered when
the new street''-railway franchise is being
framed will be Hacked by public sentiment.

I in Your Christinas Shipping Early!

POSTMASTER THORNTON'S appeal to the
public, asking consideration be shown

postal employes in the sending of Christmas
prescind, deserves a generous response.
The American people have become so im¬

pressed by the essential justice and sanity
of the plea that they do their Christmas
shopping early that most of the old-time .

horrorr, that made the joyous holiday a day
of dread and suffering to countless thou¬
sands of store employes have disappeared.
We are still a little careless, however, about
the manner in whlzh and time at which we
df our Christmas shipping.

The postal regulations permit packages to
hear the inscription: "Not to He Opened
Befon Christmas." Send your presents now
anri decrease !:y that much the worry and
haste and danger of loss that are yet neces-
f;r*r> IncMeni* of the handling of Christmas
mail.

ftulVrace ami Prohibition in Congress

THEY are not without sardonic huruor who
have ordained that Congress shall vote

ou constitutional amendments granting the
vote to women and providing Federal prohi¬
bition of the manufacture and sale of In¬
toxicating beverages. For years the legis¬
lators have sidestepped these questions, but
in the near future \he goats will be sepa¬
rated from the sheep, and many a patriot
who likes to br in Congress and would fain
be returned to that excellent club will passsleepless rights, impaled on the horns of a
double dilemma.

There are many men. even in States that
*ro >ui!aiui^proiiibition, who may have
conscientious scruples against either or both.
The weight, of responsible opinion is that
the right to vote should only be g inted by
the individual S'ateT.certainly that is the
Southern view.and many zealous prohibi¬
tionists who are willing enough to take from
municipalities the right to control the liquortraffic are unwilling that it should be given
over to the national government. Theydon't enjoy '.he prospect of an ever-present
array of Federal employes enforcing the
prohibition law.

But Congressmen will have to vote af¬
firmatively or negatively or. both questions,
isor will iiiey in* better off if they absent
themselves, for then they will have tlie iil
will of two parties of "pros" and two sets of
"aniis." It is a .tear-exciting spectacle at
this expansive season, when even a member

of Congress should have some human rights
and surcease from care.

Ills sorry plight is not helped by tho fact
that there is practically now no chanco what¬
ever of either amendment obtaining the
necessary majority. The upllfters are
standing at tho runway. The Congressman
who emits two sibilant "Yeses" has a clear
road to tho whlto pen devoted to sheep,
Those base and bass enough for two "Noes"
will bo kicked into the dark receptacle for
goats. And the bedeviled Solon who tries to
play safe with 0110 negativo and one af-
flrmativo may And himself with neither wool
to warm him nor horns wherewith to light.

Gross Injustice to tho South

TIIE Kansas City Times, in what it would
refer to itself, probably, as "a plea for

greater military preparedness." does gross
injustice to a great section of this nation,
whose sentiment and ideal the Times is but
ill qualified to understand. Its criticisms
are rather adroitly worded, but if they mean

anything it is that Southern opposition to
the Roosevelt policy of jingoism and aggres-'
sion are inspired by bitternesses engendered
In the War Between the States and still
rankling.

"Even after the passing of a half century,"
says, this organ of mid-Western opinion
which likes to declare that it is more Kansan
than Missourian, "there is a strong element
in tho North that regariis tho Democratic
party as ifitill more or leys on trial." That
means, with its context, on trial for deficient
patriotism. It may be true, and probably
is, that fnis unseemly doubt still lingers,
but It has no just foundation, nor is it shared
by what is best and most intelligent in
Northern opinion. If the doubt was not laid
by tlie South's immedlato and enthusiastic
response to the call of a Republican Presi¬
dent at the outbreak of the Spanish-American
War. it would be futile to attempt to pacify
it by adding a few thousand more men to
the army or purchasing an extra supply of
ammunition. Rut the Times goes on:

Memories of tho war are still bitter
In the South, ami it is possible that they
affect the feeling of Southern members
of the government toward the question
of armaments. The President may un¬

consciously share iti this feeling. Wo
all are creatures of our environment to
a greater extent than we appreciate.

Bosh! There is some bitterness in the
South, of course, but that war product is
not exclusively Southern. No camp of Con¬
federate Veterans, we venture to say, would
indulge in such grossly untruthful and
abusive criticism of Lincoln and Grant as
we hear rather too frequently from posts
of lTnion veterans in reference to Davis and
Lee. The bitterness on this side of Mason
and Dixon's line is disappearing. There are
no more loyal Americans, as the examples
of Fitz Leo and Wheeler and numerous
other former Confederate chieftains and
their sons abundantly testified, than the men
who wore the gray. "Cleveland's sturdy
Americanism." to which tho Times refers to
affectionately, is ns much revercnced in Vir¬
ginia or North Carolina as it is in Missouri
or Kansas.and we speak thero, we hope,
with an appropriate modesty and repression.

Thero is no substantial opposition in the
South to making the regular army and navy
as efficient us they can be made. The South
is with the l'resident in this, just as it is
with him in his opposition to the alarmists
who would seek to frighten this government
into shaking its fists under the noses of other
nations. The South believes, with the
President, that military training should be
made attractive, and tlnft as many young
Americans as possible should be taught the
use of arms and how to bear themselves in
war.

It is opposed, like him, to militarism, but
its antagonism is rooted in convictions that
existed long before the War Between the
States.that were the inspiration of the men
who colonized this land and founded tiiis
government. It holds the Democratic doc¬
trine that great standing armies are opposed
to the genius of a free people, and its opposi¬
tion is as much to the spirit that standing
armies represent as to the armies themselves.

If the patriotic loyalty of Southern Demo¬
cracy is on trial, as the Times is kind enough
to sugRcst, the South is neither distressed
by the fact nor apprehensive of history's
verdict. In the meantime, it is not going
to be dragooned or bugabooed into approval
of a course that no warlike menace justifies
and that violates its whole theory of govern¬
ment and every tradition it holds most dear.

Hostilities to Continue During the Holidays

IT WAS a hu inline and proper act for the
Pope to try to arrange for a cessation of

hostilities during .thy season of the year that
is consecrated to "Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth, peace, good will
toward men." But it was an effort for«v
doomed to the failure it has met. The
Vatican pathetically announces that the ac¬
ceptance of the benevolent proposal lacked
"the necessary unanimity."

All the unanimity there is among the
great nations of Europe is to bo found in
their determination to slaughter as many
of the enemy as possible. This unanimity
has made widows arid orphans, who will
spend this year's holiday season in mourning
the memory of other years, when families
were united to celebrate the great festival,
so essentially a time for burying differences
anrl for bright domestic Joys.

Perhaps it is as well that the armistice
could not be. arranged. it would only have
been a pretense. The time would have been
used to sharpen weapons and to prepare for
moro effective slaughter. In a way, it is
better that those who control the strife
should show a disregard for Christmas and
what Christmas signifies than that theyshould >se it for purposes which mock the
Prince of Peace.

The navy is not permitted to sing "It's aLong Way to Tippcrary," but it has some rea¬
son to warble "It's a long time between
For further particulars see stenographic re-
port of the conversation between Ihe Gover¬
nors of the Carolinas.

The Carnegie Foundation for AdvancingInternational Peace Is going to study tho
causes of the war. H would be more worthwhile if the foundation could work out soino
way of stopping it.

Joseph Loiter says that but for two
"Judas^s" he would have cornered the wheatmarket in 189S. People who oat bread would
call them by a gentler nam".

Now that a <;ln\ss player has successfullyeloped with an heiress, somebody is bound
to say thai ii wbk check male for tho bride-
groom.

Carrnnza wants to know what his repre-scntative did with $75,000. Other people' might like to know where it cumc from.

The Impossible.You can stand the- man who drinks.Tolerute tlio one who thinks
lie 1b JiiBt tho very wisest of the wise;You can grin and boar the boro,Whoso dull stories e'on of yoreYou never thought entitled to a prize;

You cun stand the misanthrope,Who's forgotten how to hopoThat for happiness ho has a single chance.Hut tho season's perfect pest.Deadlier far than all the rest.Is the lad who wants to show you how to dance.

The I*e»slnilst Snym
Some men are horn happy, some achieve hap¬piness and some are sued for a total divorce.

Clouded Ambition.
A citizen, childlike and green.Once swore that his street should be clean;

So he started to work
With the zeal of a Turk,

And for dust he could hard¬
ly he seen.

^ found that his planfeX wouldn't do,
JK. vi'Sy (Which inado him excessivo-

ly blue).
For (he dusl was so thick
That with shovel and pickHo barely could cut his way through.

Almost n* Cnoil.Gruhbs.Do you find that your wife enn keepa secret?
Stubbs.Well, not exactly, but she can keepit going.

A Gentle ltemlnder.lie.Flave you decided what you will wearat tho next gertnan?
She.That depends .somewhat 011 tho flowersthat are sent me. 1 have a perfectly dear gownthat, with si doxen Jack roses, would bo justtoo sweet for anything.

nun! Una!
The Stock Exchange is opened wide,The bulls and bears at work again.And all (lie little woolly lambsAre urged to frolic In the pen.

They'll frolic for a gladsome hourAnd (hen, alas! will And that theyAre wearing somewhat llprbter eoatsThan when thoy started off that way.
THIS TATTEEK.

Over in one of the western counties, hard bythe "Old Kalmuck*' line, where the snow firstfiles on the wings of winter and In the spring¬time the trailing arbutus early (angles itselfover the foothills of the ruggedly picturesqueCumberlands, there survives an old-fashionededitor, who still writes it "Xinns," nor cares awhoop in Hades for your changing newspaperst yles.

"And now Arizona gets Into the limelight withan antiallen law. Advertising pays," is the com¬ment of tho Chase City Progress. But Arizonais so deep In limestone, cactus plains and irri-gation schemes that an antiallen law isn't really Inecessary.

Editor Ryland, of tho Southslde Sentinel, Ur-bnnna, Is evidently of the opinloif that the devildidn't Invent the raincoat, lie says: "It hasalways been a source of wonder (o us why Chris-tlan men and women, who never stay away frombusiness or worldly pleasure on account of badweather, seem to think It a serious menace tohealth to go to church in tho rain. Would Itbe proper to separate Christian people Into goodand bad weather classes?" We take It forgranted that the long, arid stretch ahead ofNovember, 1916, will not interfere with "busi¬
ness or worldly pleasures" in the Urbannaneighborhood.

"Any woman ran dress In ten minutes if
given an hour to fix her hair," saya the Clif¬
ton Forge Kevlew. Is that meant as an argu¬ment for the hair that isn't hers?

Editor Pendleton, of the Marion American,who has been studying the complex situation
in tho Land of the Aztecs from his coign of
vantage ltt Smyth County, observes: "The Mex¬
ican situation is worse than it was a year ago.Instead of 0110 revolution, as that of Carranza
and Villa against Huerta, there are now threo
or moru against tho rule of Villa who has come jInto possession of tho seat of government at
the City of Mexico." Hut, after all, what's a
revolution more or less between liberators in
Mexico?

Says the Clifton Forgo Review: "The New¬
port News Press rises to remark that Clifton
Forge docs not stand alone as to its name, as
there Is only one Newport News in tho coun¬
try the saino as there Is one Clifton Forge.
Siinko, brother! Wo are glad to know you
are in such good company!'* That puts it up
to the Press to explain its recently launched
movement to swap so distinguished a name for
"City of Hampton Roads." Whose shake Is It?

"We don't know whether Georgia needs dif¬
ferent judges or not, but we do know that she
needs a different brand of Justice," the Peters¬
burg Index-Appeal says, thus leaving it to
Georgia to Judge her Justice for herself.

War note from the Newport News Tlmes-
Ilerald: "The weather man reports continued
showers of bullets along the Mexican border."
Si, si, Senors; and a ra'n of shrapnel with the
thunder of artillery in tho storming of Pul-
(lucmcscail. "Hall! Hail! the Gang's All Here!"

Says the Clinch Valley News, of Tazewell:
"Something was said in last Issue of this pa¬
per about the

_
sidewalk In front of Mrs.

O'Keeffe's property, and this side. As a mat-
tor of fact, there is no sidewalk there.'. In
that event there isn't a place for either side
to stand a leg of argument upon.

Current Editorial Comment
When we reflect that tho pres¬

ent Congress has been in nlmost
continuous session front the be¬
ginning of its life, it is not
lillicult to understand that busi¬
ness needs a breathing spell.

Many important enactments have been placed
011 the statute books, and these, for the most
part, affect business vitally. So, in view of the
additional strain that the country must now
endure as a result of war, it will be better to
permit business to adjust itself to the new
legislation than to continue the development
of policies that may result in prolonging un-
certainty. The presence of an almost unpre-
cede. teil number of idle men throughout the
country creates a condition that is peculiarly
distressing and perplexing. That (lie war, for
which litis country is In no way to blame, is
responsible for the greater pari of this unem¬
ployment is true, but to proceed in the direction
of economic experimentation now would neces¬
sarily accentuate our industrial difficulties. Alittle" legislative rent at Washington will help
much, and It will bo time enough a year hence
to resume the program of constructive effort
that has marked the course of the administra¬
tion thus far..Houston Post.

Secretary Daniels keeps on
, saving money for the govern-

' 'J nieiit. He has forced competl-I ' Hon, and where there was noHit' N'nvy. actual competition he lias forced
competitive prices on ship con¬

struction, armor p.ml projectiles. lie lias Just
it warded contract* for six torpedo-boat destroy¬
ers at a saving as compared with the appropri¬ation suflicient to build tho seventh, becauseCongress only authorised six. But, while the

Business
Needs
a Host

appropriation limited tho coat to 1926,000 each.
Mr. Daniels has bids for tho six at an average
of $770,000. The Crump yard gets one. and one
will be hullt by the government at tho Mare
Island yard, whoso estimate was only $620,000,but (he navy yards have no overhead charges or
profits to cover. They have not generally suc¬
ceeded 1 ii doing work cheaper than private
contractors, and tho Mare Island yard may not,but it will yet the building of ono vessel on this
estimate, and this will be tho llrst torpedo-boat
destroyer built In a navy yard..PhiladelphiaRecord.

War News Fifty Years Ago
(From the Richmond Dispatch, Dcc. 16, 1864.)

All of tho fighters, both Confederate and Fed¬
erals, seem to have caught on to the Christmas
Idea, and without any tlag of truce or other
peace ornaments there seems to bo a generalprivate agreement that in the holiday season
there shall be no fighting to hurt.

All along the lines, both in front of Peters-
burg and Richmond, there was quiet yesterdayand last night. There seems to bo an agree-
meat of some kind that there shall bo no more
heavy lighting until after the so-called holidays,.iust which side made the suggestion and which
sldo agreed to it doHi not appear, but the
private soldiers along both lines seem to have
agreed to it, und that ends it.

It Is understood that the whole force of the
enemy from Fort Harrison to the .1 antes River
now consists of negro troops, with the exeep-
tion of two companies of white men who are
expected to do the working of the cannon and
other artillery from Fort Harrison. Well, all
right. The negroes can be knocked out in
great order.
The Information that comes from Southwest

Virginia is to tho effect that the enemy did not J
pause at all after overrunning Bristol, hut
pushed on through Abingdon, and last night
reached Glade Springs, eighteen miles this side
of Abingdon and the nearest point on the rail¬
way line to Saltvlllc, which seems to be the
goal of this Yankee expedition.
At Glade Springs yesterday the Yankees cap-

tared an engine and several Hat cars. They
quickly manned these cars with men of their
own and rushed them along the road, tho object
being to burn the bridge over the Holston Hlveyand thus break tho road to prevent tho Con¬
federates from moving supplies. small com¬
pany of Confederates met this expedition,
captured two of the engines and all of the cars,
made prisoners of tho Yanks In charge ami
again opened tho way to tho South. How lo,,L'
It will remain open remains to bo seen.
The long-delayed report of General Hood has

come nt last. The report Is very brief and
rather pointless, not to say, newsiess. In tho
report General Hood claims that he has done
some big things, und that he Is now within
six miles of Nashville with bright prospects
of getting inside within a few days. The r«>nl
news end of the general's report reads as fol-
lo.vs: "We have to lament the loss of many
gallant officers and brave men. Major-General
Pat Cleburne, Brigadier-Generals John Williams,
Adams, Gist. Strahl and Cranberry were killed.
Among those more or less seriously wounded
wore Major-General John Drown and Rrigadler-
Generals Carter, Manignnult. Quarles, Cockrell
and Scott. Brigadier-General Gordon was cap-
turod. .lust how I do not know."
The latest report Is to the effect that Hood's

army Is within a very few miles of Nashville
and. In spite of the desperately cold weather,
seems to bo investing the capital city of Ten-
nessee.

In the Confederate States Senato yesterday
Dr. Minnlgerode, of tho Episcopal' Church, led
the eloquent prayer for Independence, and Ir. th*
llouso Rev. J. B. .leter, of the Baptist Church, did
likewise.
The reports that come to ns from New York

exchanges show that gold is now soiling in
New York at 237, ji decrease of 4 cents within
the last month.
Northern papers tell us that Hood has divided

his army, sending a part of his forces Into Ken¬
tucky. The thing is ridiculous.

The Voice of the People
.>Ind nn«I the Xenr-Slde Stop.

To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,. I heartily commend tho letter from Mr.

Kennedy in your issue of to-day as regards the
near-by stopping of the street, cars. It is evi-
dent that no member of tho Administrative
Board or officer of tho street railway companyhas to get on or off the cars on an unpaved
street. i

I live on Floyd Avenue, one of the most used
thoroughfares of the West End, and 1 find it
impossible to got on or of the cars in bad
weather, owing to the horrible condition of this
street. Yesterday I made two attempts to board
u Westhampton car at two different points,
but was compelled to walk six blocks to Robin-
son Street.
As above stated, Floyd Avenue is one of the

most used thoroughfares in the West End. and
If fivor a shovel or broom has been used on
it. it is beyond the ken of any one living thereon.
In summer we have dust from an inch to three
inches deep, and In winter mud impassable, and
Richmond Is lining citizens for uncleanliness!
Where the justice? I would suggest to the
railway to give us cars opening front and rear,and then we could get on and off at crossing.*}.

T. E. O'KEEFFE.
Richmond, December 9, 1914.

"Ohoprvfr" of Snmr Opinion Still.
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.According to the adage "When a shot,

fired Into ii crowd. Is followed hy an outcry,
some one Is struck," and the repeated responses
to "Observer's" letters in The Times-Dispatch
are an encouraging proof that they have
reached the mark. Respect for newspaper spaco
prevents an invariable reply, but she answers
them mentally and, while silent. Is unconvinced.
A still more gratifying experience is that of
having them quoted to her by strangers in sup¬
port in antisuffrage principles.

In the last of these letters she was unwit¬
tingly guilty of the Impropriety of a suggestion
to the leuder In Virginia of "the great reform;"
but since it has been graciously received, she
urges its adoption as a speedy method (should
it be unaccompanied by intimidation) of par¬
tially acquainting herself with the breadth and
strength of the opposition in Richmond to
woman's suffrage. She cannot withdraw her
statement that this method (with intimidation)
has already been tried. It rests upon too au¬
thoritative a basis for that; but she can under¬
stand that the president of the suffrage league,
while indirectly responsible for the tactics of
her subordinates, is not always aware of them.

If she could only see, what Is so clear to
antlsuffragists, that this movement, for which
she stands sponsor in Virginia, is opposed to
(lod's unalterable will, as expressed both in tho
('Id and New Testaments, nnd Interpreted by the
law, which recognizes the man as the head of
the family, and by the church, now nearly 2.000
years old, which exacts from the woman a
promise of obediencc, she would abandon this
worse than useless campaign and turn her ener¬
gies Into thoso channels cut for women by their
Maker. OBSERVER.
Richmond, December 14, .1014.

The Bright Side of Life
Her FnnK.

"Yes, I tried the experiment of an office girl,
instead of an ofllce boy. She didn't whistle or
smoke, but she failed to please tho ofllce force."
"Why was that?"
"She could never learn to go out and got

the correct score.".Kansas City Journal.

¦Mar Hall.
Teacher.If a batted ball travelfj. twenty-

eight and one-half feet in a second, how far
will it go in three and one-half seconds?
Roy.It depends on the outfielders, ma'am..

Puck.

The 1,ntemt Study.
In a Philadelphia family recently the engage¬

ment of a daughter was announced. A friend
calling was met at the door by the colored maid,
who announced:
"Xo'm; Miss Alice ain't at home dis aft'noon.

she's gone flown to de class."
"\VI»at class'."' inquired I he visitor.
"You know. Miss Alice is gwino to be ma'lcd

in de fall," explained the maid, "an' slip's takin'
a cou'sc In domestic allenco.".Life.

NEEDED-TRAFFIC REGULATION

From th* Iifllanapnlla N«w(i

CHRISTMAS IN THE NAVY
Nowhere In all tho world Is the i

"spirit of Christinas" entered Into!
nioro whole-heartedly than on hoard I
i he ships of the failed States Navy,writes Itear-Admii al Sunniel .Mc< iowan.'in Norman K. Mack's National Monthly.1
Observance of tliis chief of all na¬

tional holidays varies, of course, in!form with the location of the licet at
the time.

Into eneh 'if the eontinental "home
ports" <headqunr.tors of certain Indi¬
vidual vessels) the l>i(? gray muiiKleiN
come dropping in hy twos ami threes,
till, i:i New York and Philadelphia and
Norfolk and Frisco,' It looks al¬
most like a naval review. .Accordingto 1oiik-established custom, they arethere to Rive the hoys In blue a run
on the beach ("liberty," as they callit in the service), and every man Ja». kwho Is not actually undergoing pun¬ishment Is allowed ami encouraged to
take his look at tho bright lights.gohome on leave ot uptown for fun or
anything else lie likes as long ub his
money lasts, but away from the shiphi any event. This custom applies not
alone to the enlisted men, but to tlie
oltleers as well; and, when Christinas
morning dawns In a home port, there
are not likely to be many more per¬
sons on board any man-o'-war than
the regulations call for In the mini¬
mum.
The few "shipkeepers" cannot, tin¬der such circumstances, make a verysuccessful effort toward merriment;but what they lack in numbers theyInvariably make up In other ways, one

of these ways being the complete sat¬
isfaction of the Inner man. There are
turkeys and fruit cakes galore for the
men as well as the ollicers; and in .1
riulet way all hands make the best of
it. even though they are not luekjenough to ro home.

MuMtlimdn Adorned With (irrrn
In accordance with immemorial

usage, the mastheads are decorated
with green, with a touch of color also
about the decks; whereas the Indi¬
vidual decorations of tables forward
Is often elaborate, if not indeed pre¬
tentious.
At that, however, Christmas is al¬

most a blank In heme ports because
of the number of authorized absentees.
Abroad and at sea, though, It Is al-

together different. Kvery soul on
board from the usually sedate Mat; of-
tlcer and the nioro or less unapproach¬
able ilrst lieutenant down to "Jiminy-
Icrs," and the ship's cook and th«*
messenger boy, voluntarily constitutes
himself n committee of one to see the
thing through In "old navy" fashion;
and even King Neptune, when he comes
on board on "crossing the line" to
douse every hayseed and landlubber,
has a formidable rival In tho "spirit
of Christmas."

It matters not much whether the
ship be anchored off Vera Cruz or
plowing through the I'acljlc Ocean,
moored htad and stern In the Oram!
Canal or bouncing about In "thA roar-
ing forties" of Australian waters, the
distance from home ami friends ren-
ders it Incumbent on all to »io their
level best to make at least a brave
try for "Merry Christmas."
And so, though one another may

now anil then stiiie h sigh for loved
ones far au-uy (ho hopes alive and
>v «.!I in the land of liberty, but for
all he knows even now passed on to
tin- rer ons of rent), the celebration in
invariably carried out with the great¬
er t possible zr:il and ardor.

Itoiitlne llrlll* \ 11 Nuftprmleri.
Rout Inn drills arc entirely suspend¬ed; and, e.\> opt for cleaning ship

(cleanliness In the navy being deemed
not only akin m, but actually along¬
side of and running neek-and-ne< k
with godliness itself), not a lick of
avoidable work la allowed to be done
by anybody.

"All hands" ore railed, to be sifie, on
nettedii!o tint**; t.ut many more melt than
usual are Mowed to "Klupp in": and.
after the tinieM miniinum of tidying up,
pi'-piM .itlons tor the day's festivities are
gotten under way
There is a varied atltletic program

that begins In the forenoon, and, aftci
an horr or so off for dinner at midday,
continues well along toward sunse'.
Sailors ar<» taught 10 he thorough. S<>
they ro at their potato races and pla¬
cating contests and tugs of war an"
Jumping contests with the came fervo
thai they show when trying for n tliI.
teen-inch turret gun reeord or stanipi.i;:
out a Caribbean revolution There i-
no hick of Interest That can be de¬
pended on And, when mess call if
Bounded, they are tired enough to atop
skylarking and hungry enough to do
full Justice to the traditional dlnn«".
which. In these latter days of supply
ships and cold storage. Is Just an ampbami as tempting in the middle of the
.Mediterranean or in the Indian Ocean
as it would he if the ships were tio«I
up alongside the eob dock in Brooklyn
Navy-Yard or swinging lazily to h«r
anchors inside of the lioldeu . '.ate.

I.nil Alnnyn After Dinner.
Por a while at least, there is a lull

in the active proceedings after dinner,
liven men "who go down to the yea
in ships" need a little undisturbed teft
after doing Justice to soup and vege¬
tables and turkey stuffed with oysters
and fruit and pie and such thing?; but
;t o'clock, at the very outside, ilndr
litem wide awake again.boxing and
climbing and running ami playing
around generally as free as a parcel
of children.
Toward sunset the various contents

have been completed (or not unusualU
called off "on account of darkness"
as the baseball people say), and, after
an early supper, a stage is rigged up
on the quarter deck and tiic crowning
event of the entire celebration is on
.Sometimes it Is a minstrel show, an
other time a vaudeville performance
but without exception there Is plentv
of music and near-music, and no such
entertainment would be complete with¬
out the inevitable and inimitable cake-
walk Some of the improvised cos
I umes are fearfully and wonderfully
made. i'ut tiny aire striking, and foi
the most part very appropriate, while
i lie pirouetting and gyrating of the
cake w alkei s themselves are well worth
seeing. The program is a long one.
but interest never lags for a moment
.being as American sailors are Just
as thorough at play as they are. WTtlle
at work.

WAR AND CHRISTIAN DUTY I
Why is It the "divine mission" of

tho Germans las they sec It) to con-,

quer sill their enemies and thus to bring
"lasting peace" to the worlil. and with
that peace German Kultur'.'
Those questions are answered in an

article headed "War Spirit anil Clirla-
tian Religion," written for the Deutsche
Tageszeltung by one of lSerlin's lead- j
ing clergymen, whose name Is with-
held by the paper. The Tagoszeitung.
having for its motto "For Kaiser and
Ihnpire, for Everything Oei'iiinn, for
German Work in City and Country!"
is one of Hie si,'inchest supporters of
the Kaiser and ills government. Since
the war began few papers have exerted
as much influence upon the public as
tliis organ. The article in question
follows:
"Again and again we road that war-

like spirit, warlike enthusiasm and
warfare in general arc absolutely in-'
consistent with the spirit and with the
teachings of Christianity. This view
is superficial, lie who has a deeper
comprehension of things must arrive
at a different conclusion.

I "According to the Christian view-
point, history is not the work of acci-
dent and chance, nor is It the work of
an individual liunian being or of im-
personal development, hut it-is guided
l»y lliin who not only watches over tho:
fates of Individuals, but who also
shapes tho destinies of nations.
"For those who believe this even

war is tho work of God, without whose
will and consent nothing happens.
What Ho intends, how the war can be
fitted into Ills remedial plan we cannot
clearly realize, wo can only guess.

"It would he arrogant for us to
boast that we can fully understand
the plans of the Master of tho World,
Vet w<- may well, as Mismarck once
said, dimly hear God's step in the his-
tory of tho world. Thus wo could
guess in these days why God led the
German people into the test of this
wn r.
"A large proportion of our nation

had fallen prey to perverse softness of
iho brain and senses, to ultra epicu¬
rean craving for enjoyment and to
selfishness and self-sufficiency. A thor¬
ough clarification was necessary.

"This thought, that an evolution had,
to come, was expressed even in those.;
quarters where men had forgotten to
figure with the Shaper of Destinies.

"liut, if this is correct, if this war is
permitted by God, then warfare is a
duty, a sacred duty which a Christian
ration cannot dodge. Truly it must
test itself, seriously and deeply tost It-

»«". If, whether it has through ita own
«'i». I ii.tiin ul.tr guilt causou this war,
whether it lias criminally abetted in
it.-> outbreak.
"We were not greedy for conquest;

we iliil not violate any country. We
were ayer ready for cnnclliatio'n when
there were disputes between the na¬
tions. far did we no In our kind.
nehs. consideration and unselfishness
in the international relations that we
gave ourselves the appearance of
weakness.

llcHllatcd In Take I'|* ,\rmi.
"And when this war was imminent

we hesitated so loop to take tip the
gauntlet of feud thrown at our feet
that hesitation became dan per. Slowly
and laboriously, though unwittingly,
this roiili'/.ation is paining even abroad.
"This realization makes the fulfil¬

ment of prim war duty easier for us
I Jut if we see this duty as such also
from the standpoint of Christianity
then we are equipped to perform it
seriously and enthusiastically with all
strength .and devotion, with strong,
uplifted spirit. Such a duty and such
fulfilment are not only consistent with
Christianity, but are demanded by
Christianity.
"The most loyal and sincerest adher¬

ents of the Christian faith have at all
times preached and manifested Its nec¬
essity, not only with words, but with
doei!ri as well. We may well recall
I.uther, the heroes of 1813, the first
Kmperor of our land and many other
Christian lighters.

"It Is ti no the Christian will always
lend to the duty of war a humane
touch and will desist from cruelty. A-
bloody tratio Is war, and it may be
dilhcult for many of us to do the
bloody work. I tut it must be done jur.t
because the issue si I stake is not the
work of man, but a mission with which
we have been intrusted.

"Certainly every Christian in the
depths of his heart longs for peaca.Hut those who wish, to procure for
their country the blessings of a firm
and lasting peace must necessarily see,
to it that tills peace bears ip it. the
guarantee of permanence. It Is not
consistent with tho Christian view to
agree to a 'peace at any price.'"If peace Is made prematurely, orif it does not insure for m long, dqli-nlte period (o come, the peace ot the
world, and if it does not cure the ene¬
mies who ruthlessly started the warof all desires for a new war, we do'not lurthcr the true, lasting pence,but we are responsible if a new warIs to rage among the natlono of thoearth."


